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BOOK REVIEWS 



New Ideals in Rural Schools. By George Herbert Betts. Boston: Hough- 
ton Mifflin Co., "Riverside Educational Monograph Series," 1913. Pp. 
x+128. $0.60 net. 

In this volume, Professor Betts discusses three of the major problems of rural 
education: the social organization and relationships of the rural school, the curriculum, 
and the quality of the teaching. Under the first of these topics, after showing the 
nature, opportunities, and characteristics of the rural population, he discusses the 
need of a community social center and the possibility of using the rural school for 
this purpose. The advantages of consolidation on both the social and instructional 
sides are presented, and the financial problems discussed. 

He shows the meager, antiquated character of the rural-school curriculum and 
the crying need of modernization and adaptation to rural conditions. He presents 
recommendations as to the content of each of the elementary and secondary subjects, 
so as to fit them for their purposes in rural education. 

In the last chapter, he portrays the inefficient character of the teaching in the 
rural schools, the inadequacy of the training, the salaries, and the supervision. He 
presents recommendations as to modes of remedying the deficiencies. 

J. F. Bobbitt 

University or Chicago 



The Education of Tomorrow: The Adaptation of School Curricula to Economic 

Democracy. By Arland D. Weeks, with an introduction by M. V. 

O'Shea. New York: Sturgis & Walton, 1013. Pp. xii+232. $1.25 

net. 

It can safely be asserted that in the present transitional stage of education, there 
is no single body of rational opinion, lay or professional, that is generally convincing 
and accepted as to what should be the content of the curriculum of public education. 
Partial interpretations and conflicting opinions make up the literature of the topic. 
Popular and professional dissatisfaction with the work of the schools is the note now 
universally heard. These voices of discontent usually spend themselves in pointing 
out defects; constructive suggestions of fundamental import are rare. 

The present volume, while still but a partial and hastily organized interpretation 
of the needs, is wholly constructive. Taking the social, particularly the economic, 
point of view, the author discusses the kinds of knowledge that men need for efficient 
living under the three headings, Productional Knowledge, Distributional Knowledge, 
and Consumptional Knowledge. The first refers chiefly to vocational education on 
the productive side; in his suggested curriculum he includes practical mathematics, 
elements of manufacturing, mechanical drawing, manual training, agriculture, produc- 
tional phases of the various sciences, conservation of wealth, and the practice of trades. 
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